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CRAMENTO BEE 


Republicans take a critical step 
toward the year’s first significant 
legislative victory for their party 

and President Donald Trump. 


Tax overhaul at finish line 


House approves 
the sweeping 
$1.5 trillion plan, 
but glitch forces 
new vote today 


BY JEFF STEIN 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
he House of Repre- 
sentatives passed Re- 
publicans’ sweeping tax 
overhaul on Tuesday, 
sending the plan to the Senate 
and setting the stage for the bill 
to be signed by President Donald 
Trump as early as this week. 

“This is about expanding op- 
portunity to people who are 
striving to make the most of their 
lives,” House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., said before the vote 
Tuesday. “We know in this coun- 
try that we’re not reaching our 
potential. And we know one of 
the greatest things we can do to 
do that is to pass this tax reform 
bill.” 

Senate Republicans were plan- 
ning to vote Tuesday night, and 
party leaders seemed to sew up 
the bill’s passage Friday when 
holdout Republican Sens. Marco 
Rubio of Florida and Bob Corker 
of Tennessee pledged their sup- 
port. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
is in Arizona battling brain can- 
cer and is not expected to attend 
the vote, though he had previ- 
ously said he supports the bill. 

“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic opportuni- 
ty,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell , R-Ky., as he 
announced plans for the Tuesday 
night vote. “Here’s what we set 
out to do: Take money out of 
Washington’s pockets and put it 
pack in the pockets of middle- 
class Americans.” 

In a last-minute glitch, howev- 
er, Democrats said three provi- 
sions in the bill, including one 
that would allow parents to use 
college savings accounts for 
home-schooling expenses for 
young children, violate Senate 
budget rules, the Associated 
Press reported. 

House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said the 
House would vote on the pack- 


SEE BILL, 11A 


The Senate was poised to vote in 
favor of the tax code rewrite late 
Tuesday night after parliamentarian 
objected to three small provisions. 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP 


Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., above, joined at right by House Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Kevin Brady, R-Texas, discusses the tax bill Tuesday after it passed, 227-203. Below left, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., center, Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, left, and 
Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., head to a news conference to discuss changes in what the House passed. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., below right, emphasizes a point in opposition to the bill. 
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Approval came over the strenuous 
objections of Democrats, who have 
accused GOP of giving a gift to 
corporations and the wealthy. 


Californians can 
prepay property 
tax this year to 
get an edge on 
new law’s limit 


BY EMILY CADEI 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


n just twelve days, Cali- 

fornians — and the country 

— are likely to confront a 

dramatically different tax 
code. Congress is poised to pass 
the first major tax overhaul in 
more than 30 years, sending it 
to the president’s desk for his 
signature this week. 

While Republicans’ plan cre- 
ates some significant loopholes 
for wealthy individuals, it 
doesn’t give the average tax- 
payer many ways to try and 
finagle the new system. 

Of particular note for Cali- 
fornia, the final version of the 
legislation prohibits people from 
prepaying their 2018 state and 
local income taxes before the 
end of the year. Tax advisers 
had floated that idea in recent 
weeks as a way for individuals 
to save money before new 
$10,000 caps on state and local 
tax deductions kick in next year. 
Lawmakers mooted the option. 

The Republican bill is silent, 
however, on prepaying 2018 
state and local property taxes. 
That suggests Californians 
could pay those taxes this year, 
increasing the property tax 
deduction they can take on their 
2017 federal returns while it’s 
still unlimited. 

Assuming your property tax is 
over $10,000, such a move 
could save you money in 2018, 
says certified public accountant 
Wenli Wang. And “that isn’t a 
very large assumption given 
housing prices in California,” 
adds Wang, who is the partner 
in charge of accounting firm 
Moss Adams’ San Francisco and 
Walnut Creek offices. 

The state and local tax deduc- 
tion is one of the most popular 
of the itemized deductions indi- 
viduals can subtract from their 
federal tax bill. In 2015, more 
than 6 million people in the 
Golden State claimed state and 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN NASHVILLE 


Major League Soccer 
today will make a “major 
announcement” in 
Tennessee, but no word 


on Sacramento’s bid. 1B 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


DISAPPROVAL OF 
TRUMP PERSISTS 


Nearing his first major 
legislative achievement, 
poll shows the president’s 
disapproval remains high 
across California. 3A 


Feds look at whether 
engineer was distracted 
in 80-mph train crash 


BY MICHAEL BALSAMO 
AND HAVEN DALEY 


Associated Press 


DUPONT, WASH. 

Investigators are looking into 
whether the Amtrak engineer 
whose speeding train plunged 
off an overpass, killing at least 
three people, was distracted by 
the presence of an employee-in- 
training next to him in the loco- 
motive, a federal official said 
Tuesday. 

The official, who was not 
authorized to discuss the matter 


© wore insive 


Emma Pesis, on her way home to Davis, 
was a passenger aboard Amtrak Cascades 
Train 501 when it derailed. 1B 


publicly and spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said investigators 
want to know whether the engi- 
neer lost “situational aware- 
ness” because of the second 
person in the cab. 

Preliminary information in- 
dicated that the emergency 
brake on the Amtrak train that 
derailed in Washington state 


went off automatically and was 
not manually activated by the 
engineer, National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board member Bella 
Dinh-Zarr said. 

The train was hurtling at 80 
mph in a 30-mph zone Monday 
morning when it ran off the rails 
along a curve south of Seattle, 
sending some of its cars plum- 
meting onto an interstate high- 
way below, Dinh-Zarr said, 
citing data from the locomo- 
tive’s event recorder. 

Skid marks - so-called “wit- 
ness marks” - from the train’s 
wheels show where it left the 
track, she added. 

Dinh-Zarr said it is not known 
what caused the train to derail 
and that it was too early in the 
investigation to conclude why it 
was going so fast. 
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